
 

 

Sixth Form  
Options 

 

 

Art 
 

Extra curricular 
 

There are three VI Form art studios with 
each student having their own dedicated 
space in which to work.  Students are 
encouraged to use this facility during their 
study periods.  The studios are also open 
two evenings a week whilst art clubs are 
run; this is an ideal opportunity to get 
really ’stuck-in’ to your large paintings! 
 

 
 

Will I just be drawing 
and painting? 

 

 
 
No.  In fact, the first unit studied for AS-
level encourages students to branch out 
and experiment with materials and use as 
wide a range of them as possible.  Married 
with traditional drawing and painting 
materials and practices, A-level students 
may work with printmaking, photography, 
digital photography and 3D modelling (in 
clay, plaster, Mod-Roc, latex or chicken 
wire).  Some very successful AS-level 
work has been produced by using little 
paint!   
 
It is advisable, but not essential to have 
studied GCSE art before taking AS Level 
art.  A consultation with Mr Hubball will 
be arranged to discuss previous artistic 
experience and a portfolio of your work 
will be needed for this. 



 

Assessment 
 

Coursework (unit 1 and 3) is assessed at the 
end of the course (before summer 
examination leave) and is worth 60% of the 
overall grade.  Coursework is mainly 
sketchbook based with some larger studies 
being required to help progress your work 
towards a final piece. 
 
The external exam is assessed at the end of 
the exam period (just after Easter break) 
and is worth 40% of the overall grade.  A 
time limit is placed on the preparation 
period for the examination; however, this is 
now more generous than in previous years.  
AS has a two day 8 hour examination and 
A2 has a three day 12 hour examination in 
which to produce a final piece. 
 
The AS is equal to the A2 and makes up 
50% of the overall marks.  
(The A2 cannot be studied without first 
undertaking the AS.) 
 

 

Course and 
Examination Detail 

 
Art is the first subject to have moved to a 2 
unit AS and 2 unit A2.   
 
AS-level Unit 1 - Coursework 
  Unit 2  - Externally set exam 
 
A2-level Unit 3  - Critical and 

contextual coursework 
Unit 4  - Externally set exam 

 
Students are given an outline in which to 
follow to progress their coursework. It is 
essential, however, for students to tailor 
their work to their own interests in tandem 
with established artwork and produce work 
that is individual, personal and 
demonstrates knowledge and 
understanding of the world of art.  
 
The examination paper consists of one 
overall theme with suggested starting 
points.  Again students are encouraged to 
produce work that is original and 
insightful, whilst using the work of artists 
for inspiration.  
 
Students are guided through all areas of 
their work with assistance from art 
department staff. 
 

Who studies Art? 

 
 
Art education is concerned with the 
development of self-awareness and the 
awakening of each individual’s potential. 
 
Students generally fall into one or two 
categories: 
 

 Those who wish to make their 
career in art or an art-related area as 
an artist, architect or graphic 
designer.  (Everything you see that 
is man-made has been designed by 
someone.) 

 Those students who wish to obtain 
another AS or A2-level while 
broadening their experience and 
extending their abilities. 

 


